“THROUGH GENERATIONS” – INTERNET SOCIAL ACTION 

Although most of us cannot imagine living without the Internet and it often reigns supreme in our lives, the elders use it occasionally. In Poland only 3% of people over 60 years old use the Internet which means this generation faces a “digital exclusion”.  

The website www.przez-pokolenia.pl (which can be translated into “through generations”) is a social action aiming to change this situation for better. It is one of the most friendly Internet spaces for the elders. Its main idea is to encourage young people to be Internet guides for their parents, grandparents and even great-grandparents. The goal of this action is to promote an image of a “modern senior”, who not only can use a computer and the Internet but also propagates such an attitude in his/her environment. Originators of “Through generations” action believe that the Internet is a tool which can be used to build good relations and tighten ties between generations. Therefore, a long-term goal is to break down technological barriers separating young people from the elders and establish a huge Internet family. 

“Through generations” is a long-term action. Its originator and patron is Onet.pl. The following institutions and oragnizations are the partners:  

• UPC Polska – leading provider of cable TV, Internet access and telephone services. They produced a programme  on Internet education for people over 50 years old. It is called e-Senior Academy and its mission is to combat digital exclusion.  

• Eurobank 


• The Polish-American Freedom Foundation - its goal is to support the development of civil society, democracy and market economy in Poland, including efforts to equalize opportunities for personal and social development, as well as to support the transformation processes in other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. PAFF achieves its goals through programs implemented in the following areas: Initiatives in Education, Development of Local Communities, Citizen in a Democratic State of Law and Sharing of the Polish Experience in Transformation. As a part of their educational initiatives they promote intergenerational cooperation. 


• The Information Society Development Foundation – it has partnered with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to help Poland’s public libraries provide access to computers, the Internet, and training. Its statutory goal is to support and promote the development of information society in Poland and abroad. 

“Through generations” social action is promoted by TV and therefore is widely known to a Polish society. The website is available only in Polish – see: www.przez-pokolenia.pl. One can find e-Senior Academy there, as well as articles and guides dealing with medicine, cooking, financial issues etc.


