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Building a Family Learning Community: A European Context
Promoting Quality in Family Learning through Professional Development
10th - 13th September, 2008

Gothenburg, Sweden
Dear Colleague
I would like to extend a warm invitation to you to join us in Gothenburg, Sweden, in September for the Building a Family Learning Community: A European Context conference. 
This four-day event aims to catalyse action on strengthening family learning through professional development. It will

· introduce the European training framework and supporting resources 
· launch a guide to good practice in family learning 
· promote the use of virtual learning environments as a forum for increased collaboration in family learning

· facilitate opportunities to share good practice 

· provide an opportunity to hear the latest in policy, practice and research from an international perspective.

We are delighted that Juliette Collier, Head of Family Programmes, Campaign for Learning, UK and Peter Silva, Director and Chief Executive Officer, PEEP, UK will deliver the keynote addresses. We are seeking attendance from Monike Kepe from the European Commission.
The conference will bring together those who have an interest in family learning and parental involvement in a broad range of contexts, including:

· practitioners and managers of family or adult learning

· teachers (pre-school, primary, vocational, adult, special needs)

· teacher trainers

· careers officers, educational guides and counsellors

· inspectors

· headteachers/principals/managers of schools/organisations offering adult education
· research and campaign organisations
· funding and government bodies. 

Further details and the final programme will be available shortly on the conference site at www.thisvle.co.uk.  The deadline for registrations is 14th July 2008.  In the meantime, if you want any further information on the conference, please call Sian Welby on 01953 850488 or email sian.welby@btinternet.com
Please note that this is a fee paying event charged at:
	FEE IN € FOR ACCOMMODATION AND MEALS:      470.00



	PARTICIPATION / COURSE FEE IN €: 
	220.00

	TOTAL COURSE FEE PER PARTICIPANT IN €: 
	690.00

	CANCELLATION FEE IN € (WHERE APPLICABLE): 
	  69.00


Further details can be found on https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/llp/istcoursedatabase 
(course reference number.: UK - 2008-765-001).
Please distribute this invitation to your colleagues. Thank you for your support, and we look forward to meeting you at the conference.
Yours sincerely

Sian Welby, Project Manager

on behalf of

SV Studieförbundet Vuxenskolan, Gothenburg, Sweden 
R.O.C. Midden Brabant, Tilburg, Netherlands
BEST, Co. Dublin VEC, Ireland
Tysvær Opplæringssenter/Kommune, Norway 
Skole og Samfund, Denmark
The London Borough of Tower Hamlets, UK (lead coordinating project partner).
Day One: 10th September 2008

Provisional Agenda

	12.00 – 15.30
	Conference Registration    Culture house, Backa, Gothenburg

	12.00 – 15.30
	Exhibit Area Reception

	15.30 - 15.45
	Opening Address
	Helen Odenlijung, Municipal Commissioner, Gothenburg

Christer Westberg, Chairman of the local government, Gothenburg

	15.45 – 17.15
	Showcase Session
	Presented by Kent Turnefelt, Head of Department of Culture 

	19.30
	Welcome Dinner for delegates who have paid the fees

SCANDIC HOTEL


Day Two: 11th September 2008

Agenda

	8.45 – 9.30
	Conference Registration

Exhibit Area Open

	09.30 - 09.45 
	Welcome and Introduction
	Conference Chair:
Sian Welby & Tony Jiveus

	09.45 – 11.15
	Session One

Key Speakers: 

Monike Kepe (European Commission) tbc

Theme: European collaboration

Juliette Collier, Head of Family Programmes, Campaign for Learning, UK

Theme: Working local and going global

Peter Silva, Director and Chief Executive Officer, PEEP, UK
Theme: Family Learning - making a positive contribution
Questions and Discussion

	11.00 – 11.30
	Break

	11.45 – 13.00
	Session Two

Theme: Working and learning together
Presentations
Questions & Discussion

	The European Family Learning Training Project with representatives from:

· R.O.C. Midden Brabant, Tilburg, Netherlands

· Tysvær Opplæringssenter, Norway

· Skole og Samfund, Denmark

· BEST, Co. Dublin VEC, Ireland

· London Borough of Tower Hamlets, UK

· SV Studieförbundet Vuxenskolan, Sweden


	13.00 – 14.00
	Lunch, Exhibitions and Informal Networking

	14.00 – 15.00
	Session Three

Parallel Workshops 
1. District networking, how family learning workers can build a network in a community
      R.O.C. Midden Brabant, Tilburg, Netherlands
2. Family learning in context: An Irish perspective on professional development for family learning practitioners 

      BEST, Co. Dublin VEC, Ireland

3. Beginning family learning – our story
            Tysvær Opplæringssenter, Norway  (in English)
4. The European Family Learning Network project 
      Juliette Collier, Campaign for Learning, UK


	15.00 – 15.30
	Break

	15.30 – 16.30 
	Session Four

Parallel Workshops 

5. Parents as resources for supporting children’s learning
      Skole og Samfund, Denmark

6. Family Learning – a tool for local development
      SV Studieförbundet Vuxenskolan, Sweden

7. Developing Quality in Family Learning: European Guide to Good Practice

      London Borough of Tower Hamlets and Partners 

8. Supporting parents as first educators
      PEEP (Peers Early Education Partnership), UK

 

	16.30 – 17.00
	Evaluation/Reflections


Day Three: 12th September 2008

Agenda

	8.45 – 9.30
	Conference Registration

Exhibit Area Open

	09.30 - 09.45 
	Welcome and Introduction

Theme: Building a European Family Learning Community Resource
	Conference Chair:
Sian Welby & Tony Jiveus

	09.45 – 11.00
	Session One

The Parents’ ABC

Key Speaker: tbc

	11.00 – 11.30
	Break

	11.30 – 12.15
	Session Two

Theme: Developing the Family’s Mathematical Eyes

Speaker: Dr Terry Maguire, Head of Lifelong Learning, Institute of Technology Tallaght, Dublin

	12.15 – 13.00
	Session Three

Theme: Family E – Learning

Presentation

Demonstration

Questions & Discussion
	Key Speakers: 

Andrei Baternay, London Borough of Tower Hamlets

Shakeel Butt, London Borough of Tower Hamlets


	13.00 – 14.00
	Lunch, Exhibitions and Informal Networking

	14.00 – 15.00
	Session Four

Parallel Workshops 

1. District networking: The community as a learning environment
      R.O.C. Midden Brabant, Tilburg, Netherlands

2. Family learning in context: An Irish perspective on professional development for family learning practitioners 

      BEST, Co. Dublin VEC, Ireland

3. Beginning family learning – our story
      Tysvær Opplæringssenter, Norway (in Norwegian) 
4. Using a virtual learning environment (VLE) to support family learning

       London Borough of Tower Hamlets 



	15.00 – 15.30
	Break

	15.30 – 16.30 
	Session Five

Parallel Workshops 
5. Parents as resources for supporting children’s learning
      Skole og Samfund, Denmark

6. Family Learning – a tool for local development
      SV Studieförbundet Vuxenskolan, Sweden (In Swedish)
7. Developing Family Numeracy
      Dr Terry Maguire, Head of Lifelong Learning , Institute of    
      Technology Tallaght, Dublin 
8. The Parents’ ABC (tbc)



	16.30 – 17.00
	Evaluation/Reflections


Day Four: 13th September 2008

Agenda

	08.30 – 9.15
	Conference Registration

Exhibit Area Open

	09.15 – 09.30
	Welcome and Introduction
	Conference Chair:
Sian Welby & Tony Jeveus

	09.30 – 10.30
	Session One

Theme: Taking Family Learning Forward
	Key Speakers:

Tony Jiveus & Barbro Paget



	10.30 – 13.00
	Session Two                                            
Theme: Making Connections - Networking


	13.00  - 13.15
	Closing Remarks
	Conference Chair:
Sian Welby & Tony Jeveus
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