Workshops:

1. PARENTAL INVOLVMENT IN CHILD`S LITERACY (IN SLOVENIA)

Dr. Livija Knaflic

Parents are aware of the importance of a good start of the schooling to reach an adequate achievement, so they are highly motivated to support and help their children at the beginning. With the family literacy program »Read and write together« we involve parents and their children in first three grades of elementary school for 50 hours in activities connected with literacy and numeracy learning and reading motivation. The aim of the program is to engage all family members in activities which contribute to the improvement of literacy level.

2. LESSONS TO BE LEARNT FROM PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT IN ROMANIA - Successful Practice and Challenges
Monika Vlad

This interactive presentation looks at what makes or breaks parental involvement and school success in a Romanian context, where the values of family and education have traditionally been core to society. Recently though, the situation has been transformed as a result of profound changes in the economy.

3. HELPNIG PARENTS TO DEVELOP THEIR OWN LEARNING 

through Family Literacy Programmes 
Jenny Derbyshire

Family learning programmes support the learning that happens in families and communities. Finding out about how children learn can build confidence and encourage parents and carers to take up new learning activities themselves. 

In this workshop we will 

· discuss some key approaches to family learning in Ireland, 

· look at some ideas for family literacy development work and 

· consider ways in which family learning programmes may help adults to develop their own literacy and numeracy.

4. PARENTAL COMPETENCIES THROUGH THE APPROACH «LIFE  COPYBOOK”

Françoise Grudler

Working on the concept of parental competency emphasizes the fact that being a parent is considered a competency like any other, and as such, can be described, compared, upgraded, and reproduced. Starting from the simple observation of concrete home habits on a single school day makes it an easy method to implement with persons with low levels of schooling, who do not deal well with abstraction and theory. It feeds the life copybook which started the process of analysis and introspection.

In the Grundtvig 2 partnership “parents’ help and school success”, EPFF dealt with parents who attended its family learning courses, and who, as is mostly the case in France and more specifically in Marseille, were migrants from various countries, ethnic origins, school backgrounds, ranging from no schooling at all to university degrees. They shared a total ignorance of the French education system and low competencies in the French language.
EPFF has decided to adapt the life history approach to the French context, and to use it as an identity construction tool. Also to pair it with a tangible material, a notebook, that parents could relate to and want to keep, because it would be personal, customized, and would bear witness of hours of work, collecting memories and organizing them in a chronological order.
Migrating upsets the continuity of the feeling of identity. It makes it difficult for migrants to make the necessary arrangements to adapt to the new situation and settle where they are. Synonymous of partial rupture with the living spaces and the nuclear family, migration puts the person under the pressure of local cultural models.
· The life copybook is meant to make the integration process easier, to help develop a feeling of belonging to a community, fight against regression, and confront cultures and migration paths from different angles. The aim is to grant the migrant time to recall his past life, and give him a break from the current injunctions to forget it, put it aside, and go on with his present life.
· Through the work of reminiscence it demands, the life copybook helps the migrant disentangle his own life’s pattern form his child’s, and allows him to adapt the representation he had of school to what it is here in France. 
It helps start the process of reflecting on: what does it mean to be a parent? To be a parent here and now ? What are my habits with my child as a learner? How do they adapt to the here and now? What do other parents do? Is it different?

